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Carla Houser, Executive Director

A MESSAGE FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Aloha, 
I’m pleased to share with you RYSE’s first informational
annual report, that highlights the exceptional work that our
staff continuously performs to support Hawaii's most vulnerable
youth. I’m proud of our team and it has been a privilege to lead 
this organization for the past five years from its foundation in 2018 to the exponential growth 
we’ve seen in 2021-2022. This year has been one of growth and transformation. Ending youth 
homelessness is more than just providing a bed. Our housing programs go far beyond providing a 
safe place to sleep, by creating a loving, supportive community that empowers our young people to 
dream big and not be afraid to “fail.” By providing supportive services including behavioral health, 
education, employment, and medical care, we empower our youth to make decisions that help 
them continue their upward mobility. There is no one-housing-model-fits-all approach to ending 
youth homelessness, but thanks to our generous community support, we now have five uniquely 
different, developmentally appropriate, affordable housing choices for youth, with more to come in 
2023.

Looking forward, our next project addresses the high concentration of Native Hawaiian youth 
currently sleeping unsheltered on the Leeward coast. We are developing truly affordable housing 
for youth located on the west side of Oahu, where we will be able to provide shelter as well as 
opportunities and support to succeed. 

Finally, workplace wellness is integral to the work that we do. It can be difficult and challenging, and 
we will continue to advocate for equitable, living-wage salaries for all community-based organizations.

As we grow, so does our gratitude for all who supported us in moving our young people off the 
streets for good. Thank you for joining us in this journey to end youth homelessness on Oahu. 
Sincerely,



THE WORK

F A T I H A  &  D O M I N I Q U E

For over three years, international artists Fatiha Kheddaoui Curran and Dominique Meyer
Gere have been volunteering at RYSE to provide art therapy to RYSE youth. In crisis and
emergency situations, providing basic needs like food and shelter are paramount. but at
RYSE, we also know that helping young people end their homelessness requires a
holistic, wrap-around approach. Monthly art therapy courses include creating original
visual mixed-media pieces, mural  painting, field trips to the art exhibits, and
participating in the Honolulu Museum of Art installations. Pictured above: RYSE youth
embroidering  the Nomadic Art Net; Fatiha and Dominique at Rebecca Louise Law's
"Awakening" installation.

Empowering Hawai i ' s  street  youth to  move beyond homelessness  

This year RYSE was able to significantly expand its behavioral health services, grow 
its long-term housing; inventory, and expand the outreach department to include 
youth diversion within the criminal justice system. In 2022 RYSE provided nearly 
8,000 nights of safe, sheltered sleep at our emergency youth shelter and were able to 
help 58% of RYSE residents transition into more appropriate, supportive housing. 
We continue to provide outreach services 24/7 and operate a youth access center 
that is open 365 days a year. Our wraparound services provided include: health 
clinic, behavioral health clinic, education and employment support, and judgment-
free outreach to the houseless community across Oahu.   
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HIGHLIGHTS
Youth Homelessness Decreases By 23%
The annual Partners In Care Point-In-Time count showed a drastic drop in youth 
homelessness for 2022, showing the impact of supportive services and appropriate 
housing for young people experiencing homelessness.  

Expansion of Services
RYSE expanded its behavioral 
health program significantly, adding 
76% clients and providing over 1,500 
support encounters. Diversion was 
added to the outreach team’s 
services, allowing RYSE to work with 
young people involved in institutions 
and incarceration. The housing team 
added another supportive site in 
Honolulu with six more beds. 

Aloha United Way ALICE 
Collective Impact Award 
RYSE is part of the ALICE Initiative 
with AUW and Hawaii Community 
Foundation to develop and implement 
programs that impact safe and 
affordable housing by piloting a Tiny 
Village in Waianae for houseless 
youth.  

Youth Homelessness Demonstration 
Project
RYSE is committed to a coordinated community 
approach to ending youth homelessness, and is 
Oahu’s largest recipient of YHDP funding. 

Hawaii Pacific Health Nurse Aide Program 
Seven youth graduated from the inaugural Nurse 
Aid Program intensive course in collaboration with 
Hawaii Pacific Health and Liliuokalani Trust. The 
free program provided eight weeks of training in a 
professional setting, including childcare and 
stipend, and graduates received job placement. 

W.K. Kellogg Racial Equity Award
In partnership with Kawailoa organizations 
Partners In Development Foundation, Hawaii 
Youth Correctional Facility, Hale Kipa Inc., Kinai 
Eha, and Olomana School, the Kawailoa: A 
Transformative Indigenous Model to Replace 
Youth Incarceration, proposal won the $20m grand 
prize from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. 



Financial support from Federal, City & State and generous private donors has
made significant impacts to our organization and more importantly, our
vulnerable youth. The investment to our mission to provide a continuum of
support that empowers Hawaii's street youth to move beyond homelessness, is
deeply valued.

Thanks to this funding, we have been able to provide a safe and inclusive
environment for our youth in need, offering critical services to help them
overcome challenges and thrive. Through this support, we have been enabled
to deliver comprehensive programs, including counseling, mentorship,
education, life skills training and recreational activities, all of which have
positively influenced the lives of the young individuals we serve.

F U N D I N G  &  S U P P O R T E R S

Y E A R  E N D I N G  D E C E M B E R  3 1 ,  2 0 2 2
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O U R  T E A M

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

S T A F F
Executive Director: Carla Houser, Grants Administrator & Office Manager: Liz Hamasu. Site
Manager: Charisse Kupahu, Site Coordinators: Christy Cruz, Kahanu Ah Puck. Director of
Communications: Aliantha Lim. Director of Housing Services: Robert Daley, Youth Housing
Case Managers: Kanela Kamahalohanuilai, Candace Beirkortte, Angelika Tayor. Housing
Navigator: Erik Ryan. Case Manager: Bernadette Pada. Education & Employment Counselors:
Audrey Duque, Rome Loredo. Outreach & Diversion Program Manager: Nemesis Nichols.
Lead Outreach Coordinator: Katherine Saneewong. Community Engagement Coordinator:
Kela Pulawa. Street Outreach Team: Michelle Rains, Gabe Freitas, Joshua Jensen, Juan
Hernandez. Behavioral Health Clinic Manager: Dana Lucio. Behavioral Health Coordinators:
Mary Adams, Andre Fraticelli. Youth Care Counselors: Ann Allen, Leilani Vaimoui, Juan
Baker, Mahealani Raymond.  

A D V I S O R Y C O U N C I L
Lauran Bromley, Herb Conley, Elizabeth 
Rice Grossman, Michelle Ho, Kim Coco 
Iwamoto, Joelle Kane, Sabrina McKenna, 
Kaleo Schneider, Vaughn Victorino, 
Sharon Weiner

Alaska Airlines, Anonymous, Shelagh Baird, Kelsea and Monat Berinobis, WenDe Boras,
Crystal Branco, Erin Choy, Circular Fashion Hawaii, George Coldwell, Meriel Collins, Amy
Crews, Josh Drechsler, Rebecca Eldredge, Emmanuel Episcopal Church, First Unitarian
Church of Honolulu, Rae-Lynn Hee, Hamilton The Musical, HMHB, Aushynn Hose, Yun-Bin
Hsu, George Hurd, Jay Janusch, Tara Keliiheleua, Kokua Project, Veronica Kopakowski, Jim
and Lynn Lally, Mapuana Leiwalo, Kristi Leong, Vernon Lowry, Malama Honua PCS, Erin
Malmquist, Jennifer Matlock-Boggs, Kelly McDonald, Diana McKibbin, Erika Mendoza, Franca
Millis, Janine and Kasper Moghaddam, Dean Morihara, Lucy Morris, Erika Noel, Olivet Baptist
Church, Katie Padgett, Erica Pobre, Rainbow Family 808, Eugenia Rattanavong, Brit Reis,
Emily Reynolds, Rotary Club of Diamond Head & Kaimuki, Sigma Kappa Hawaii Alumnae
Chapter, Target Kapolei, Angela Taylor, Molly Troop, Cameron Woods, YWAM Honolulu,
Nevena Zuboervik

I N - K I N D  C O N T R I B U T I O N S

Jane Anderson, Martha Balkin, Gloria 
Brooks, Tonya Huntley, Michelle N. 
Comeau, Miriah Holden, Dana Matlin, 
RoAnne Matsuura, Susan Palmore, 
Janice Taketa, Jared Watumull 



6 Pillars Marketing, Skip Adams, Jantina Aki, Alaska Airlines, Alexander & Baldwin, Aloha
Care, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Altres, Inc, AMR Advantage, Emi Anamizu, Jane
Anderson, Anonymous, Jennifer Arashiro, Susan Arashiro, Jane Austgen, Shelagh Baird,
Martha Balkin, Bank of Hawaii Foundation, Steve Barnes, Lindsey Basuel, Mark Behrle,
Debbie Berger and Bill Reeves, Kelsea and Monat Berinobis, WenDe Boras, Melanie and
Tim Bostock, Ann Bouslog and Jeff Crabtree, Crystal Branco, Gloria Brooks, Angela Brown,
Giorgio Caldarone, Matt Carpenter, Janice and Paul Casey, Central Pacific Bank, Madison
Cervantes, Matthew and Nicole Chapman, Charter Communications, Summer Cherry,
Trenda Chong, Annette Choy, Erin Choy, Lester and RoAnne Chu, Church of the Holy
Nativity, Circular Fashion Hawaii, George Coldwell, Meriel Collins, Michelle Comeau and
Will Schoen, Maile Cooke, Jane Corley, Sean Cover, Rebecca Covert, Amy Crews, Kathy
Croman, Kakatu Foundation, Josh Drechsler, Margie and Mike Durant, Brigitte and Robert
Egbert, Rebecca Eldredge, Bruce and Denise Ellinwood, Emmanuel Episcopal Church,
First American Vacation Ownership Title and Escrow Services, Inc., First Unitarian Church
of Honolulu, John Fleckles, Elisia Flores, Regina Floyd, Meg Garlin, Lisa Ginoza, Heather
Giugni, Leslie Goldman, Kay Goodsill, Marya Grambs, Elizabeth Rice Grossman, Hawaii
Pacific Health, Hawaiian Electric, Rae-Lynn Hee, Marion Heidel, Lisa Hessabi, Colleen Heyer
and Judd Klinger, HMHB, Michelle and Peter Ho, Miriah Holden, Home, Honolulu Myohoji
Mission, Honolulu Star Advertiser, Aushynn Hose, Carla Houser, Arlynna Howell Livingston,
Yun-Bin Hsu, George Hurd, Grace Hutchinson, IES Downstream, LLC dba Island Energy,
Ifuku Family Foundation Fund via HCF, Indian River Community Foundation, Leolani Iwaki,
Kim Coco Iwamoto, Jay Janusch, Jhamandas Watumull Fund, Vanessa John, Shauna
Johnson, Kailua Intermediate School, Ruthie and David Kaminskas, Norlynn Kandler, Kent
and Elizabeth Keith, Tara Keliiheleua, Kuulani Keohokalole, Tom Kiely and Mary Charles,
Dean Kim, Richard Kim, Ko'olau Pilina Fund, Kriti Kohli, Alane Koki, Kokua Project,
Veronica Kopakowski, Susan and Richard Kowen, Lea Lai, Jim and Lynn Lally, Sydney Lang,
Larson Charitable Foundation, Carson and Jarrett Lee, Mapuaha Leiwalo, Kristi Leong,
Elmer Lewis, Linda and Leighton Taylor, Julianna Lopez, Deborah Candace Love, Vernon
Lowry, Stanley Luke and Lorraine Lunow-Luke, Malama Honua PCS, Erin Malmquist, Ann
Botticelli, Stan and Masumi Masamitsu, Andy and Janet Mason, Dana Matlin, Ross Matlin,
Jennifer Matlock-Boggs, RoAnne Matsuura, Whitney McCallum, Paul McCully, Kelly
McDonald, Dr. David McEwan, Sabrina McKenna, Diana McKibbin, Marissa McNaughton,
Erika Mendoza, Benjamin Merrick, Piikea Miller, Franca Millis, Lilien Min, Janine and Kasper
Moghaddam, Patricia Moore, Dean Morihara, Lucy Morris, Movie Museaum, June
Nakamura, Deborah Nehmad, Robert Harrison, Network for Good, Erika Noel, Chelsie Noh,
Chad Ogata, Shannon Okinaka, Olivet Baptist Church, Diane Ono, Marjan and Teimour
Padash, Katie Padgett, Padosi Foundation, Pali Momi Medical Center, James Pappas,
Kuuhaku Park, Bernice Parsons, Peter Drewliner Foundation, Jim and Cherye Pierce, Erica
Pobre, Debra Prebor, Rainbow Family 808, Adriana Ramelli, Laurence Ramsey, Eugenia
Rattanavong, Heather Reier, Brit Reis, Emily Reynolds, Laila Rodrigues, Alejandra Rojas
Silva, Rotary Club of Diamond Head & Kaimuki, Shelly Sabate, Glenn and Margie Sexton,
Meghan Shaw, Sigma Kappa Hawaii Alumnae Chapter, Simple Generosity, St. John
Lutheran Church, Stupski Family Fund, Stupski Foundation, Eric Swinehart, Anonymous,
Janice and Kelvin Taketa, Jennifer Tanabe, Target Kapolei, Angela Taylor, Community
Church of Honolulu, The GingerBread House, Kenneth and Diane Matsuura, The
MacNaughton Group Foundation, The Michael J. Marks Foundation, The Munir Harris
Family Fund, The Queen's Health Systems, Brittney Tipp, Molly Troop, Michelle Uchiyama,
Robin Uyeshiro, Hilary Valentine, Wendy and Allen Vergara, Lauren Vetter, Victoria S, and
Bradley L Geist Foundation, Tasha Villeza, Benjamin Warren, Jeff Watanabe, J.D. and Julie
Watumull, Laura Wigod, Noah Williams-Solomon, Women's League of Central Union
Church, Ricky Wong and Emy M. Yamauchi-Wong, Linda Woo, Ruth Wooden

D O N O R S

P H O T O S  C O U R T E S Y :  J A S O N  L E E S ,  F A T I H A  C U R R A N



Residential Youth Services & Empowerment
42-470 Kalanianaole Highway, Building 6

Kailua, HI 96734

rysehawaii.org

W H A T  W E  D O
WWee  eennvviissiioonn  aa  ccoommmmuunniittyy  wwhheerree
tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  yyoouutthh  hhoommeelleessssnneessss..

Residential Youth Services and Empowerment is a 
501(c)3 non-profit organization operating a youth 

access center and shelter services in Kailua, Oahu. 
Our goal is to provide safety and help youth get off the 

streets, so that they can live and thrive as healthy,
happy young adults.

S E R V I C E S
Access Center: open 365 days a year, including free 
food, hot meals, laundry, showers, WiFi and computers, 
lockers, case management and support services. Housing: 
25-bed emergency shelter, four supportive and affordable 
housing sites, and long-term, developmentally appropriate 
housing placement. 
Education & Employment: GED and driver license help, 
vocational training, college enrollment, tutoring,  and job 
opportunities.
Outreach & Diversion: meeting youth in the community to 
provide support and alternatives to incarceration. 
Behavioral Health: in-house professional team providing 
mental health support. 
Medical Healthcare: we partner with community 
organizations to provide non-emergency clinic hours.
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