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Starting the Year with Hope, Growth, and Community

February is often painted in pinks and reds, a season associated with Valentine’s Day
and expressions of love. Here at RYSE, however, we see a lot of green. Green in the
work our staff does every day in the community. Green in our commitment to caring
for our ʻāina. Green in the ways we show up for the young people and families who
call this place home.

Love, for us, looks like action. It looks like outreach teams giving back, youth
participating in community cleanups, counselors offering steady support, and staff
members working behind the scenes to ensure stability and opportunity for those
who need it most. We hope you see us, not just in moments of recognition, but in the
consistent effort we make to create impact in our community.

Because when we care for our land, our youth, and one another.  

Together we all RYSE.

Demetriana’s Story of Strength and New Beginnings
When Demetriana first heard about Residential Youth Services & Empowerment
(RYSE), she was at one of the most difficult points in her life.
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After being kicked out of her home, she found herself without stable housing and
eventually in a psychiatric hospital. It was there that she learned about RYSE, a place
that could offer not just shelter, but support, stability, and a path forward.
Encouraged by her therapist and recognizing that she needed help, Demetriana
made the decision to reach out.

“I decided to come to RYSE because I was homeless and needed help,” she shared.
That decision changed everything.

At RYSE, Demetriana found more than
shelter. She found guidance,
accountability, and people who
believed in her. Through RYSE’s
housing support, education
programming, and employment
assistance, she began rebuilding her
foundation.

Demetriana earned her high school
equivalent diploma, opening doors
that once felt permanently closed.
Today, she is employed as a custodian
at a local high school and has
expanded her job opportunities
because of her education and
newfound stability. She is currently
housed and saving money toward a
better home for herself and her
animals.

Her long-term goal? To attend college and major in art. She dreams of becoming an
art teacher, someone who can inspire creativity and confidence in the next
generation.
Together, we are not just providing services, we are helping young people step into
the next chapter of their lives with stability, dignity, and hope.
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Welcome Our New Board Member: Richard Lee

We are proud to welcome Richard Lee
to our Board of Directors!

Rich brings a wealth of leadership
experience, strategic thinking, and a
deep commitment to community
impact that aligns beautifully with
RYSE’s mission. His perspective and
guidance will be invaluable as we
continue to expand our programs,
strengthen partnerships, and support
young people and families across
Oʻahu.

Rich joins our board at a pivotal moment for RYSE, as we grow in new directions
with initiatives like supportive housing, education and employment services, and
expanded wraparound care. His insight into organizational strategy and community
engagement will help ensure that our work remains innovative, effective, and rooted
in the needs of the youth we serve.

In Case You Missed It
We’ve been busy sharing stories of impact, growth, and community across our social

channels. Here’s a quick look at some recent highlights you may have missed.
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Our outreach team and RYSE youth
rolled up their sleeves and showed
some care for our ʻāina, cleaning up,
giving back, and taking pride in the
place we call home.

Westside, we outside 🌊💚
RYSE is popping up at Waianae Boat
Harbor with free food, hygiene
supplies, pet food, and real support.
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Manifesting? Maybe. Planning?
Definitely. RYSE youth put their goals
on paper, from careers to travel to
stability and independence. When you
can see it, you can start building it. 💚

One of the many things we do at
RYSE: workshops like this. A table full
of paint, youth full of ideas, and a
space where expression counts as
progress. Grateful for afternoons like
these. 💚

As part of Spirit Week, our team
picked their favorite decade and
showed up in full throwback style,
from retro vibes to classic looks.

We love celebrating together, building
community, and bringing joy into the
work we do every day for our youth
and ʻohana.

Spirit Week means showing up as
ourselves, having fun, not taking
things too seriously, and still doing
meaningful work for our community.

Think you’d fit right in? Come be part
of a team that works hard, laughs
often, and shows up with heart. 💚
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As Executive Director of RYSE and Chair of the Planning & Housing Committee for
Partners in Care’s Oʻahu Continuum of Care (CoC), Carla Houser works not only on
the frontlines of youth homelessness, but also at the systems level helping shape
housing strategy across the island. Each month, she’ll share a brief update on what’s
happening in the CoC and what it means for our community.
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Join our team and be a force for positive change. At RYSE, you'll help shape the
future of vulnerable youth while growing both personally and professionally. We are
currently seeking:

Youth Care Counselor (Nights & Weekends)
Youth Care Counselor (Part Time & On-call)
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Apply Today

Copyright (C) 2026 RYSE: Residential Youth Services & Empowerment. All rights reserved.
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